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Disclaimer
The resources shown are designed to provide helpful 
information. Resources are provided for instructional use 
purposes only and do not constitute NYSED endorsement of any 
vendor, author, or other sources. To the best of our knowledge, 
the resources provided are true and complete.
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New York State Education Department Office of Special Education

Blueprint for Improved Results for Students
with Disabilities

Self-Advocacy
Students engage in self-advocacy and are involved in 
determining their own educational goals and plan.

Family Partnership
Parents, and other family members, are engaged as 
meaningful partners in the special education process 
and the education of their child.

Specially-Designed Instruction
Teachers design, provide, and assess the effectiveness 
of specially-designed instruction to provide students 
with disabilities with access to participate and 
progress in the general education curriculum.

Research-Based Instruction
Teachers provide research-based instructional 
teaching and learning strategies and supports for 
students with disabilities.

Multi-tiered Support
Schools provide multi-tiered systems of behavioral 
and academic support.

Inclusive Activities
Schools provide high-quality inclusive programs and 
activities.

Transition Support
Schools provide appropriate instruction for students 
with disabilities in career development and 
opportunities to participate in work-based learning.
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Learning Objectives
• Describe the problem of practice using notification data for the 

school district.

• Develop a deeper understanding of the problem of practice using 
student enrollment and outcome data.

• Determine whether the previously identified root cause is directly 
supported by notification data, student enrollment data, and 
student outcome data.

- Photo by Allison Shelley for EDUimages
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Norms and Community Agreements
• Participate to the best of your abilities 

• Speak your truth- use “I” statements 

• Ask clarifying questions and provide feedback

• Listen with respect

• Honor confidentiality (what’s said here stays here, what’s learned 
here leaves here) 

• Expect and accept a lack of closure

• Push your growing edge
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Understanding the State 
Performance Plan Indicators
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Indicator 4: Suspension/Expulsion

•Module 4.2 - How is the indicator measured?

•Module 4.3 - What are the national and New York State trend 
data for this indicator?



8

Indicator 9: Special Education by 
Race/Ethnicity

•Module 9.2 - How is the indicator measured?

•Module 9.3 - What are the national and New York State trend 
data for this indicator?
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Indicator 10: Classification by 
Race/Ethnicity

•Module 10.2 - How is the indicator measured?

•Module 10.3 - What are the national and New York State trend 
data for this indicator?
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Disproportionality Data Sources 
and Methodology
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Where is the data from?

Identification and placement of students are generated using data on student demographics 
entered by the district into the Basic Educational Data Systems (BEDS) on what is typically 
referred as BEDS day. 

For discipline, the State uses BEDS data, in addition to the district’s submission of suspension 
data into the NYSED Portal Data (PD) 8 system.

BEDS and PD 8 data are used in calculations to determine identification for State Performance 
Plan (SPP) Indicators 4, 9, and 10 and Significant Disproportionality for Suspension, 
Identification, and Placement. 
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Outcome Data Sources

Significant Disproportionality
in Disciplinary Actions

Significant Disproportionality
in Identification, Classification, 

Placement

PD8: Report of Students with Disabilities 
Subject to Disciplinary Removal

VR3: School-Age Students by Disability & 
Race/Ethnicity

- VR5: School-Age LRE Setting Report



13

Risk Ratio

Examples Translation 

2.0 Two times more likely

2.5 Two and a half times more likely

3.0 Three times more likely

3.5 Three and a half times more likely

4.0 Four times more likely
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Risk Ratio Thresholds in NYS

Category Thresholds

Suspension OSS Over 10 Days 2.0

Suspension ISS Over 10 Days 2.0

Suspension OSS 10 Days or Less 3.0

Suspension ISS 10 Days or Less 3.0

Suspension Total Removals 4.0

Identification-All Categories 2.5

Identification-Specific Categories 4.0
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Alternate Risk Ratio

The state must use an alternate risk ratio if the 
comparison group in the district does not meet the 

minimum cell size or the minimum n-size. 

• In NYS, the cell size is 10 and the n-size is 30
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Practicing Analysis and 
Interpretation of Data
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CASE STUDIES: Practicing Analysis and 
Interpretation of Data (1)

Case Studies on Disciplinary 
Data

Case Studies on Special 
Education Data

Case Study 1:
Henry Williamson High School

Case Study 3:
Port Charles City School District

Case Study 2:
Frances Burney High School

Case Study 4:
Sunnydale Union Free School District
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CASE STUDIES: Practicing Analysis and 
Interpretation of Data (2)

For each high school, record the following:

• Patterns and specific statistics

• Policies, practices, and procedures for further examination

• Social justice-oriented concerns for further examination
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Reflection: Practicing Analysis and 
Interpretation of Data

Connect  Extend  Challenge

- Photo by Pete Deutschman
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Level 1 Analysis: Reviewing 
Outcomes Data
• Define the magnitude, timing, and/or location of the outcome 

data that illustrate the broader problem of practice.
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Reviewing Notification Letters 
and Describing the Problem of 
Practice
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Problem of Practice for 2018-2019:

• Black Students with Disabilities (SWDs) in this district were 4.816 times more likely to 
receive a suspension than Students with Disabilities of all other races/ethnicities 
combined.
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Problem of Practice for the District:

Over the past three years, Black Students With Disabilities (SWDs) in this district have been 
approximately 5 times more likely to receive a suspension than Students with Disabilities 
of all other races/ethnicities combined.
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Problem of Practice for 2019-2020:

Black students in this district were 6.696 times more likely to be identified with Other Health 
Impairment than students of all other races/ethnicities combined.
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Problem of Practice for the District:

Over the past three years, Black students in this district have been an average of 6.5 times more 
likely to be identified with Other Health Impairment than Students with Disabilities (SWDs) of  
all other races/ethnicities combined.
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Problem of Practice for 2018-2019

White Students with Disabilities (SWDs) in this district were 3.421 times more likely to receive 
out-of-school suspensions totaling fewer than 10 days when compared to Students with 
Disabilities of all other races/ethnicities combined ACROSS NEW YORK STATE.
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Problem of Practice for the District:

Over the past three years, white Students with Disabilities (SWDs) in this district have been 
approximately 3 times more likely to receive out-of-school suspensions totaling fewer than 10 
days when compared to Students with Disabilities of all other races/ethnicities combined ACROSS 
NEW YORK STATE.
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ACTIVITY: Reviewing Notification Letters 
and Describing the Problem of Practice

Using the previous slides for reference, describe your district’s 
problem of practice…

• For the current notification year, and

• For consecutive notification years (when applicable).
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Exploring Disproportionality 
Data by Root Cause
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Pause & Summarize

• Was your primary root cause still applicable, given your review of 
the data?

• What questions do you still have?

- Photo by Allison Shelley/The Verbatim Agency for EDUimages
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Looking Ahead

Disciplinary Actions Special Education Processes

The School Discipline Process The Early Identification and Classification 
Process

Behavioral Intervention Inventory Academic Intervention Inventory

Effectiveness of Behavioral interventions Effectiveness of Academic Interventions

Behavioral Referral Form Review Academic Referral Form Review

Code of Conduct Review -
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Contact Us
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